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WHO WE ARE

K.I.D.S aim is to assist very needy people living in Cambodia and Nepal. With the kindness and support of our
donors, board of directors and dedicated team of local people we work with we are able to bring a diverse
range of projects and programs to improve the lives of children, families and communities. K.I.D.S is committed
to working with communities and local non-profits, to identify and support their needs, such as education, clean
drinking water, sanitation, healthcare, family support, housing, and equality.

Adrianne Dartnall and Rick Lennert founded KIDS four years after the loss of their only child and daughter
Danielle, who was killed by a drunk driver in 2000. They formed K.I.D.S after volunteering for a few weeks each
year in developing countries. After a ground swell of support, they formed Kids International Developing
Society (K.I.D.S) and became a registered Canadian Charity in 2004. Since that time K.I.D.S has gone from
painting schools to building schools and from digging family wells to bringing thousands of people free clean
drinking water.

Our goal is to assist people to live better lives and in turn create better futures for their children, families and
communities.
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A MESSAGE FROM KIDS CO-FOUNDERS

Dear Friends,

When the global pandemic began over two years ago, no one could have predicted how things around the world
would go and the adaptation, resiliency and support that we would all need and witness. This past year as we
returned to Cambodia we were struck by how devastating the impact of lockdowns, lack of tourism, loss of jobs and
financial strain had affected so many. The good news is that thanks to KIDS supporters we have helped people
weather the worst of the Covid storm.

Schools are now up and running again and we continue to support students with their education through our various
programs. After one year students were happy to be able to return to learning and socializing. As we visited schools,
families we have supported, water projects, clinics and other KIDS programs it was truly moving to meet everyone
and they were incredibly grateful for the assistance we have been able to provide during these difficult times. We
would like to pass on their sincere gratitude. We also met with students whom K.1.D.S has supported through school
and post-secondary training and we were very happy to see that they have pulled themselves and their families out
of poverty. Education is truly the answer to decreasing poverty, building better futures and bringing positive change
to communities and developing countries.

As you read the annual report, we hope you are inspired by the positive difference we have all made in so many
lives. Thank you for your support, generosity, kindness and the belief that together we can improve the lives of
others who face very challenging situations. We also are very grateful for the committed and dedicated people we
work with in Cambodia and Nepal.

Adrianne Dartnall and Rick Lennert
Co-founders
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VISION

OUR VISION
To create aripple of
growing good in the
world by supporting
positive change for
children and families
in developing
countries in South
East Asia
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MISSION

OUR MISSION
To contribute to
equitable
opportunities for
children and families
by investing in
education, clean
drinking water,
healthcare,
community
development and
support

VALUES

WE VALUE
Caring, inclusion,
flexibility,
partnerships,
responsiveness,
compassion,

transparency,
collaboration and
accountability
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EDUCATION AND TRAINING

Education empowers children and youth to improve their lives, futures and the futures of generations to come. KIDS
works in both poor rural and urban areas of Cambodia to increase the opportunity for young people to get an
education. One of our focuses is to end child labour. We work with the principal at a village school to identify
children that are very poor and often work in the brick factories. We provide the students with all they need to
attend school, as well as offer English lessons every evening and on Sundays. K.I.D.S also supports another program
for village children to attend evening English classes as well as receive a nutritious meal daily. After these young
people graduate high school we then support them with post-secondary training/education in the city. It is inspiring
to see these young people go from working in fields and brick factories to finding careers and good-paying jobs and
in turn helping their families.

Many young people cannot go to school because of the distance they have to go to get there; each year KIDS buys
hundreds of bicycles for students so they can get an education as well we provide books, backpacks, uniforms and
other necessary materials.
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K.I.D.S assists schools by building needed classrooms for overcrowded schools, libraries and computer labs. Early
Childhood Education is not very available to children in Cambodia. K.I.D.S fully funds an Early Childhood Education
program for 60 children in the northern area of Cambodia. Each day the children come to learn, play and receive a
nutritious meal. Giving young people the opportunity to learn computer skills gives them the ability to further their
education and attend colleges, universities and training schools.

WOMEN'S TRAINING PROGRAM

WELNepal Women’s Training Program in Nepal

KIDS partners with WELNepal to provide
women the opportunity to learn sewing skills.
Women come together to learn, share and
support each other while they learn to sew and
work together to start their own businesses.
The women make clothing and school uniforms
and sells them to assist their families
financially. The women are given a sewing
machine at the end of the program.
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CLEAN DRINKING WATER AND

BATHROOMS

Providing children and families with clean drinking water and toilets changes lives and saves lives. Each year, KIDS
builds clean drinking water stations at poor rural community schools in Cambodia. The children, teachers and
community members can access clean water freely and take water home to their families. Many children suffer
from diarrhea, which is a major cause of children’s illnesses. “One in three Cambodians uses water from a non-
improved drinking source, which means they do not hygienically separate human waste from human contact” 81
percent of the poorest rural Cambodians practice open defecation (UNICEF). Children continue to suffer illness and
death from water-related causes because they do not have access to clean water, toilets and hand-washing facilities
in their homes, communities and schools. Thanks to K.I.D.S supporters, we are now bringing clean drinking water to
over 80,000 people a year and hope to continue increasing this number. We also make sure that the water
treatment centres are cared for and maintained on an ongoing basis.

Lack of sanitation is a huge problem in
rural Cambodia. K.1.D.S builds
bathrooms for schools and families
bathrooms. Bathrooms improve the
safety of women and girls. Inadequate
sanitation, lack of toilets and hand
washing facilities are a barrier to
children attending school and
performing well, especially girls.
Bathrooms bring dignity and improve health
for families and students. Persons with
disabilities also have greater challenges
in accessing sanitation.
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COVID RELIEF AND HOUSING

KIDS has continued our Covid Relief
Program for the families of the students
in our rural education programs as well
as for some students attending post-
secondary programs. Although life in
Cambodia is slowly getting better there
are still many struggling to feed their
families, mostly those who work in rice
fields, brick factories or fish for a living.
Each month we provide basic needs
such as food and medicine for the
families most in need. The families are
incredibly grateful to K.I.D.S supporters
for this critical aid during these
challenging times.

Each year we work with our education team to decide which families in our education program are in desperate
need of decent housing. Many families live in poor housing; with roofs leaking and dirt floors that turn to mud in
the rainy season. Often people live in one room and have to deal with rain, wind and insects. We hire local
builders and pay them a good living wage to build as many houses as we can each year. We also put solar panels
on the house if the families do not have access to electricity, this helps the children study at night and also the
families can use fans and charge batteries. Building these houses is life-changing and the families are stronger,
happier and healthier thanks to K.I.D.S support.
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HEALTH CARE

The Tonle Sap is the largest freshwater lake in South East Asia and serves as home to some of the poorest and most
remote villages in Cambodia. Over 1 million people live on and around the lake. The majority of families rely on
subsistence fishing for survival and the average family income is $2.50 per day. A lack of education combined with
limited access to hygiene and sanitation contribute to a huge burden of preventable diseases. The Lake Clinic
Cambodia provides healthcare to remote and underserved people in villages on the Lake. There are four floating
clinics. KIDS funded the first floating clinic and we continue to support this program by providing funds for two salaries
each year for nurses/midwives.

The medical teams travel through the rainy season and the hot season as the lake and the river rise and fall. The
teams stay on the clinics for three days and each week move to different areas of the lake and the Stung Sen River.
The doctors, nurses/midwives and dental nurse see people at the clinics and make house calls to villagers’ homes to
improve lives as they provide medicine, pre and post-natal care, critical care, dental assistance, and other support
services for mental health. One can only imagine how difficult life would be like without The Lake Clinic (TLC) and
KIDS is glad that we can support this life-saving program.

K.I.D.S. Annual Report Page 10



THANK YOU TO KIDS SUPPORTERS

FOUNDATIONS AND BUSINESSES

K.I.D.S assists thousands of people each year; none of this could be achieved without the generosity,
support, kindness and donations of donors, businesses and foundations that support K.I.D.S. Thank
you for partnering with us to improve the lives of so many children, families and communities.

Ames Family Foundation

Anonymous Foundation
Compassionate Eye Foundation

CW Asia Foundation

Cedrick’s Café Crofton

Healthy Role Models

Integral Wealth Securities Management
JJA Chartered Professional Accountants
RBC Dominion Securities

Rotary Club, Nanaimo

RR Smith Foundation

Tracy Balanik Web Design

OUR DEDICATED BOARD OF

DIRECTORS AND STAFF

Rick Lennert - President/K.l.D.S. Co-Founder

Rick Lennert works for himself as a contractor and renovator. Rick has spent the past 36 years working as a builder,
fisherman and a boat builder. Rick volunteers three to four months every year to assist children and families living in
poverty in S.E. Asia. Rick also volunteers in his home community.

Robyn Kemp - Vice President

Robyn Kemp is a retired teacher/counsellor from the Nanaimo-Ladysmith school district. She has served as a board
director with the Nanaimo Child Development Centre and the Moorecroft Camp Society. Over the past 6 years she
has focused on creating awareness of the educational needs of children in South East Asia and encouraging
partnerships with youth, teachers and schools in our community. She has worked in the field on behalf of KIDS and
has been a key-volunteer in the annual fundraising events
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Pam Botterill - Treasurer
Pam Botterill - works at Vancouver Island University as Aboriginal Outreach Coordinator. She joined the KIDS Board
of Directors in 2008. Pam has completed her Masters in Professional Communication at Royal Roads University.

Paula Beltgens - Secretary Paula Beltgens has been a consultant, adult educator, researcher and facilitator in
Canada and internationally since the late '80s. She has worked with community-based and government agencies,
academic institutions, Aboriginal organizations, and with several United Nations programs, including the
Department of Peacekeeping Operations. She has supported planning, learning and evaluation activities in a broad
variety of contexts including gender equality, child protection, environmental protection, workplace safety, and
mental health and substance use services. She has also worked with many First Nations communities on resource
information management and traditional use studies for land use planning and educational initiatives. Paula was an
associate faculty member with Royal Roads University for eight years and currently holds a position as a knowledge
exchange manager with Island Health.

Ashleigh Martinflatt

Ashleigh Martinflatt has worked in the social work and child and youth care field for over 14 years in British
Columbia and Ontario. She has a Bachelor’s degree in Child and Youth Care and a Master’s Degree in Social Work.
She is a full-time faculty member at Vancouver Island University teaching in the child and youth care and social work
programs. Ashleigh also works with children, youth and families in the community and is committed to the health
and well being of children locally and internationally. She is honored to be connected to the KIDS organization and
being a part of this positive change.

Dave Frances

Dave is a semi-retired homebuilder, developer, and investor. He has served on various boards including the Urban
Development Institute, VIU Foundation and the United Way. He has also fundraised for a number of local
organizations including Haven Society. He is honored to be a member of the K.I.D.S board.

Erin McCammon

Born in North Vancouver and raised in Nanaimo, Erin has strong ties to our community. She grew up participating in
the Girl Guides of Canada program from age 6, and once old enough, became a leader and mentored girls for a
number of years. Erin graduated from Vancouver Island University in 2006 and quickly earned her Chartered
Professional Accountant designation just two years later. Erin is now a partner in Johnston and Johnston and
Associates Ltd, as well as a mother of two young girls. She joined K.I.D.S in the fall of 2017, and is excited to be part
of our team.

Adrianne Dartnall - K.I.D.S Co-Founder Executive Director

Adrianne Dartnall has worked in the Human Services field for over 40 years. During this time, she has been a
Counselor, Child and Youth Care Worker, Trainer, Program Developer and Executive Director, Practicum
Coordinator. Adrianne has worked in Schools, Non-profit Organizations and at Vancouver Island University, formerly
Malaspina University College, in the Faculty of Health and Human Services. Through her career she has served on a
variety of Boards of Directors. For the past sixteen years Adrianne and her husband Rick have dedicated three to
four months a year to assisting children and families living in poverty in S.E. Asia. At present Adrianne dedicates her
time to supporting K.I.D.S
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